tion of its place in increasing the safety of breech delivery and multiple birth, or its maternal and fetal benefits in severe pre-eclampsia and various medical conditions. While purporting to say epidural drugs do not affect the baby, phrases such as "available research" (implying that it is less than adequate), a graphic suggesting the repetitive flow of drug to the baby through the placenta and the caveat "but many women are uneasy about exposing their baby to these amounts of medication, however small" completely undermine the message.
The visual presentation is very good, with a combination of patient interview, delivery unit footage (often well integrated with point form presentation of information) and professional graphics. I very much liked the voice of the narrator (Dr Hinemoa Elder), who held one's attention with a soothing intonation that gave the production a realistic, comforting feel. This professional and engaging video is inexpensive and will prove valuable to antenatal educators as an alternative to the ANZCA-Astra video on the same subject. It is disappointing that one significant factual error and some misdirected emphasis unbalanced what is otherwise the best resource on this subject yet to be produced. Arthur Guyton has, for decades, been using simulation to teach us cardiac physiology. This latest screen-based simulator from his department and from NEC extends his teaching to the management of patients undergoing anaesthesia.
The strength of this program is the faithful simulation of physiological responses. The ability to view the changing parameters during induction, after giving drugs or with blood loss makes this an extremely valuable educational tool.
The user interface is clean and relatively easy to use. The simulations are realistic, aided by a small graphic of the surgeons at work, accompanied by their comments about the procedure. There are many added features, such as a "real-time" echocardiogram, to aid the learner's understanding of what is happening.
Unfortunately, there is little feedback on the actions performed by the user, making the simulator less than ideal for teaching complete beginners without close supervision. The help file is also somewhat cursory, with much space given to the alternative international names of drugs, but not much on their uses, side-effects and interactions.
This program would, despite these shortcomings, be a useful addition to a teaching department, particularly in enabling students to acquire a good grasp of practical physiology. D. HEFFERNAN Sophus Medical Australia, Sydney, Australia
